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Chapter 1: Introduction  

 
  

The Lower Riley Creek HUC-12 (04100008 04 05)  

watershed is located on the northwest side of the  

Village of Bluffton and follows through the Village of 

Pandora until reaching the Blanchard River.  Lower Riley 

Creek is a tributary of the Blanchard River at RM 30.08 

north of road K-6.  (Picture 1.1).  Lower Riley Creek 

flows 15.30 miles in a southeast to northwest direction 

and drains an area of 25.15 mi² or 16,094.6 acres (Map   

1-1). The watershed transitions from the Eastern Corn 

Belt Plains (ECBP) ecoregion to the Huron/Erie Lake  

Plains (HELP) ecoregion at about RM 15.0 but  

maintains many habitat characteristics of the ECBP.   

Land use within the watershed is primarily for  

agricultural purposes (83.38%).  

 

The federal and state nonpoint source  

funding opportunities require strategic  

watershed plans be written at the HUC-12  

watershed level using the nine key 

elements in the Guide to Developing 

Nonpoint Source Implementation 

Strategic Plans in Ohio developed by 

the OEPA.  The Blanchard River 

Watershed Partnership (BRWP), with 

collaboration from local agencies, has 

started to develop Nine-Element 

Nonpoint Source Implementation 

Strategic Plans (NPS-IS plans) for the 

Blanchard River Watershed based on 

the 2012 Report Card.  The 2012 

Report Card was developed using data 

from the 2009 TMDL Study and 2018 

Ohio Integrated Assessment Report for 

the Blanchard River.  Each HUC-12 

watershed was assigned a letter grade 

based on the data.  The Lower Riley 

Creek HUC-12 received a letter of ñFò 

in the report card.  

 

 

 

 

Map 1.1:  Lower Riley Creek 

watershed 

Map 1.1: Lower Riley Creek watershed 

Picture 1.1: Mouth of Riley 

Creek (Amstutz) 
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1.1 Report Background 

 

The Blanchard River Watershed Partnership is a community-based volunteer 501 (c)(3) 

organization that seeks to address problems and concerns that affect the health of the Blanchard 

River Watershed and educate all citizens about the dynamics of the Blanchard River and its 

tributaries.  The BRWP members and Board of Directors include interested citizen local 

government agencies, educators, representatives of industry and other stakeholders that have 

come together with one goal in mind: to improve and maintain water quality within the 

watershed.  One of the main ways to achieve improved water quality was through the 

development of watershed action plans (WAP).  In June 2011, the BRWP received full 

endorsement of The Outlet/Lye Creek (HUC 04100008 02) WAP.  In November 2012, the 

BRWP received full endorsement of another WAP for the Riley Creek Watershed (HUC 

04100008 04).  These two action plans were written at the HUC-10 level.  Implementation 

activities in these two watersheds have been occurring since their endorsement.  The BRWP has 

either directly or indirectly brought in over $8,000,000 in grant money because of these two 

WAPs to help with the restoration activities outlined in the action plans. 

 

With the new requirement from the U.S. EPA to develop plans that align with the nine-element 

plans, focus is now on developing NPS-IS plans for individual HUC-12 based on their grade in 

the 2012 Report Card.  This NPS-IS plan is being written for the Lower Riley Creek HUC-12 

(04100008 04 05) watershed to address non-point source causes and sources of impairments that 

have been specifically identified in the watershed. 

 

Removal of nonpoint source impairments in the Lower Riley Creek HUC-12 will address 

nonpoint source impairment and allow for step-wise improvement toward achieving attainment 

of water quality standards.  In addition, nutrient load reductions achieved through 

implementations of projects in this watershed will address Western Lake Erie Basin load 

reduction goals. 

 

1.2 Watershed Profile & History 

 

The Blanchard River Watershed is identified using an 8-digit Hydrological Unit Code (HUC); 

04100008.  There are six subwatersheds within the Blanchard River Watershed.  Each of these 

subwatersheds is identified using an HUC-10.  The Riley Creek watershed HUC-10 is 04100008 

04.  There are five smaller HUC-12 watersheds located in the Riley Creek watershed.  Map 1.2 

on page 1-3, shows the HUC-10 subwatersheds and the location of The Lower Riley Creek 

HUC-12 watershed in the Blanchard River Watershed.  The Blanchard River Watershed covers 

493,413 acres (771 mi²) and drains into the Auglaize River west of the Village of Dupont in 

Putnam County.  From here, the water flows into the Maumee River at Defiance and eventually 

into Lake Erie at Toledo.  Map 1.3 on page 1-4 shows the location of the Blanchard River 

Watershed in the Western Lake Erie Basin.  Over 80% of the watershed is cropland.  The 

topography shows a 2-percent slope or less.  The largest city in the watershed is Findlay. 
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Prior to European immigrant settlement in the 1800ôs, wetlands were common and based on soil 

survey information.  They made up about 42% of the watershed.  Due to the clearing of swamp 

forest and the subsequent drainage of the land, most of the wetlands have been artificially 

drained.  Wetlands, occurring in cropland, currently constitute less than 1% of the watershed and 

wooded wetlands constitute about 3.2% of the watershed.   

 

In addition to addressing the impairments in the Lower Riley Creek HUC-12, this NPS-IS plan 

will have a cross-over benefit to meet phosphorus load reduction goals in the Western Lake Erie 

Basin. 

Map 1.2: The HUC-10 subwatersheds in the Blanchard River Watershed and the 

location of the Lower Riley Creek HUC-12 
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Map 1.3: Location of the Blanchard River watershed in the Western Great Lakes  

                 Basin 
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