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So far, 2014 has been a very busy and successful year for the 

Blanchard River Watershed Partnership (BRWP). Some of the 

main highlights thus far are: 
 

 Enrolling of  over 2,073 acres in cover crops for 2014-15 using 

a Great Lakes Basin grant. 

 Enrolling of  over 2,088 acres in conservation tillage for 2014-

15 using a Great Lakes Basin grant. 

 Additional cropland has been enrolled in EQIP, CRP, as a   

result of the watershed action plans that were written by the 

BRWP. 

 The City of Findlay received a $37,000 Great Lakes           

Restoration Initiative grant for a riparian buffer along Lye 

Creek. The BRWP wrote the grant and will oversee the       

project. 

 The BRWP wrote a 319 grant for the Middle Riley Creek    

watershed. The grant was submitted through the Hancock 

SWCD. 

 GLRI Forestry $94,370 grant to replace Ash trees lost to the 

Emerald Ash Borer in the Village of Ottawa, City of Findlay, 

and the Hancock Park District. The BRWP wrote the grant 

with help from each partner and will serve as the fiscal agent if 

the grant is awarded. 

 The BRWP sponsored the first annual “Crossing the Little  

Riley Creek” golf scramble on Saturday, May 24, 2014 at the 

Bluffton Golf Club.  

 Completed macroinvertebrate water quality monitoring on the 

Blanchard  River and Lye Creek. 

 Sponsored a river clean-up in Findlay and support the river 

clean-up Ottawa during April.  

 Wrote a $179,429 OEPA 319 grant for the Hancock SWCD. 

>>> 



>>> 
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THE BRWP AND ITS MISSION or The Toledo Water Problem and Us 

The mission of the BRWP is to “Encourage water quality improvements to our geologically unique,     
northwestern Ohio watershed, through sustainable land use, collaboration, conservation and enhancement 
of natural and man-made resources.”  
 

The mission of the BRWP took on a whole new meaning with this headline in The Toledo Blade issue for 
Sunday, August 3, 2014, “Water crisis grips hundreds of thousands in Toledo area, state of emergency    
declared.”  The discovery of the toxin Microcystin in the drinking water for the City of Toledo sent northwest 
Ohio into overdrive as people tried to find enough good water for drinking, cooking, and other needs. The 
government officials were sent scrambling for answers on how to treat the water, what level actually            
determines the toxin is unsafe, and what could be done about the toxin. The source of the toxin was the blue-
green algae microcystis found in the algal bloom in Lake Erie. The BRWP has been very active in writing  
water action plans and seeking grant money to address the sources of the phosphorus that is the nutrient   
needed by the algae to grow to the point that it becomes the problem that it is now in Lake Erie.  
 

I am sure most of you have heard of this same algal problem that hit Grand Lake St. Marys several years ago. 
According to the “Grand Lake St Marys’ Educational Series on the Economic Impact of the Algal Bloom,” it 
is estimated that local businesses suffered, on average, 35% to 40% losses in revenue over the past two  sum-
mers due to the lake's poor conditions and the resulting slow tourism.  At $150 million in annual   revenue, a 
40% loss adds up to $60 million in lost revenue - annually.  At $193 million, we lose $77 million.  At $200 
million, that adds up to $80 million in local losses. (You can find this report at http://
www.lakeimprovement.com/sites/default/files/edseries/economy/economy.html)  
 

Now, project what this same impact would have on Lake Erie which has a10.1 billion dollar a year tourism 
impact in addition to all the other industries and business in the area and you can see the potential for a     
enormous disaster to all  residents and the country if the algal bloom is not controlled. Each and every stake-
holder in the Western Lake Erie Basin and the Great Lakes Basin has an interest in solving this problem. The 
Grand Lake St. Marys’ Economic Impact points at six local and regional impacts from their algal bloom mess. 
They are: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Blanchard River Watershed Partnership is devoted to working with the many great agencies at the local, 
state, and federal levels to maintain and improve the water quality, not only in the Blanchard River watershed, 
but throughout the Western Lake Erie Basin and the Great Lakes. In the last three years over 5 million dollars 
worth of grants have been awarded to agencies working in the Blanchard River watershed. This money is the 
result of two watershed action plans written by the BRWP. These two action plans received FULL              
endorsement from the Ohio EPA and Ohio Department of Natural Resources. 
 

What can you do to help? There are many web sites with information. If you don’t want to spend the time 
searching, join the BRWP on Facebook either on our page or in our group. Just type Blanchard River Water-
shed Partnership in the “Search for people, places, or things window at the top of the Facebook page. Join      
either page. Regular updates are posted on all topics related to the watershed. Check our web site at 
www.blanchardriver.org for information. Look under the media tab for videos and the Get Involved             
Education Sources tab. Become a member of the BRWP. Membership funds are used to the fund the daily  
expenses of the BRWP. Finally, feel free to call Phil Martin, watershed coordinator, at 419-422-6487. 

Lost revenue to the 

local and regional 

economy 

Lost jobs due to  

business/industry 

cutbacks 

Lost tax dollars due to 

loss income and property 

taxes 

Lost of economic 

development due to 

the loss of useable 

water of high quality 

Property value 

declines due to 

loss of high water 

quality 

Lower Quality of Life 

due to lower water quality 

http://www.lakeimprovement.com/sites/default/files/edseries/economy/economy.html
http://www.lakeimprovement.com/sites/default/files/edseries/economy/economy.html
http://www.blanchardriver.org
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 CROSSING THE LITTLE RILEY CREEK GOLF SCRAMBLE >>> 

The First Annual Blanchard River Watershed Partnership’s “Crossing the Little Riley Creek golf scramble was 
a great success!  On May 24, 2014, with perfect 80 degree weather, blue skies, twenty-seven enthusiastic    
golfers set out to heat up the Bluffton Golf Club course.  And by the end of the day all twenty-seven golfers 
walked away with prizes, full bellies, and happy memories of camaraderie with good friends.  We hope all our 
golf outing participants enjoyed themselves, and we thank them for their support in making this tournament 
successful.   
 

A great deal of work is involved in pulling a golf tournament 
together and our golf tournament simply could not happen 
without the help of individuals within the Blanchard River 
Watershed! Planning for this tournament began in January. 
There is a great deal of work involved in pulling a golf tourna-
ment together. Golf  tournament committee members Dick 
Kozlowski, Theresa Allen, Phil Martin, Jane McCleary and 
Tim Brugeman did a lot of pavement pounding; phone calling; 
letter writing; and “begging”...you get the drift  
 

Monies raised through the golf scramble will be used to fund watershed partnership expenses and to support 
our growing conservation, education activities and projects.  
 

Thanks to generosity of so many great businesses and golf outing participants, the Watershed Partnership 
raised over $1,500.  
 
 

A special thanks to Ralph, Phyllis and Kathy at the Bluffton Golf Course.  Everyone at the course was great to 
work with and helped make this event a success!  
 

And many thanks to our Board members and volunteers who pitched in and helped.  Volunteers who gave so 
generously of their time were: Jayla McGuire, Lauren Kryling, Dick McCleary, Brayton Rader, Blaine Rader, 
Thomas Lenhart, and Laura Lenhart. 
 
WE WILL DO IT AGAIN NEXT YEAR AND HOPE TO SEE MORE OF YOU IN THE SPRING OF 2015. 
 
 

HOLE SPONSORS PRIZE SPONSORS 

Akers, Matthew, Dr. Bobcat of Lima 
Cliff Hite Cracker Barrel 
Croy Mowing Dodds & Assoc. Inv. Services 
GSW Manufacturing Findlay Implement Company 
Hempy Water Conditioning Findlay Surgical Associates 
H & O Services, LLC Frickers 
Home Inspection of Ottawa-donated by Ted 
Elliott Hempy Water Conditioning 
Kirtland's Auto Sales LaRiche Chev. Cadillac 
Landing Pad Martin, Phil 
LaRiche Toyota Max & Erma's 
NWO Beverage McCleary Family 
Park District of Allen County McComb Family Dentists 
Reineke Ford Penn Station 
The Beer Barrel Pizza & Grill Whirlpool 
The Theresa & Bill Allen Family Shirley's Gourmet Popcorn Company 
The Well-donated by Ted Elliott WKXA / WFIN Registration table at the scramble 



2014 CORPORATE/GOVERNMENT SPONSORS  

The success of the BRWP is directly related to the 

sponsors and members. Without their support, the 

BRWP would not be able to survive. 

Special Thanks to our 2014 sponsors: 

Blanchard Cricket Frog $5,000 

 City of Findlay 

 Hancock County Commissioners 

Great Blue Heron $1,000 

 Putnam County Commissioners 

 Village of Bluffton 

 Village of Ottawa 

Sunfish $500 

 AE Curbside - Findlay 

 Millstream Area Credit Union 

 Thermoplastic Materials & Manufacturing 

Dragonfly $250 

 Beerco 

 Hancock Park District 

 Hancock SWCD 

 Hempy Water Conditioning - Forest 

 Legacy Farmers Coop. 

 Maumee Conservancy District 

 Stan K. Doty D.D.S - Findlay 

 Ted’s Market - Pandora 

 Whirlpool Corporation 

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT 

WATER AND IT VALUE? 
 

Below are several web sites that contain information 

about how important water is in our everyday life. 
 

 What does 100 gallons of water cost?    
      http://www.poweringanation.org/water/   
      #whatdoes100gallonscost  
 Sizing Up Water – The U.S. uses 410 billion    

gallons of water A DAY. Use the interactive link 
to put that amount in proper perspective: http://
www.poweringanation.org/water/#sizingupwater  

SUMMER / FALL BRWP ACTIVITIES 

 August 15-23, Allen County Fair - Lima. Check 

out our display in the Conservation tent by the 

pond. 

 August 20 - Board of Directors meeting at the    

Hancock County Engineer’s meeting room from  

6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 August 27-Sept. 1, Hancock County Fair - 

Findlay. Check out our display in the Farm       

Bureau tent by Dairy Barn. 

 September 17 - Executive Committee Meeting at 

the Hancock County Engineer’s meeting room 

from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 September 25-30 - Water Quality Monitoring on 

the Blanchard River, Lye Creek, Riley Creek and  

Little Riley Creek. Call 419.422.6487 to          

volunteer. 

 October 15 - Board of Directors meeting at the    

Hancock County Engineer’s meeting room from  

6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 November 19 - Annual Meeting - watch for      

further details 
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NEED MORE INFORMATION? 

Visit our website at, www.blanchardriver.org or on 

facebook at Blanchard River Watershed  Partnership to 

find more information and to get involved.  
Beth Hoag 

2014 RAIN BARREL SPONSORS 

Thanks to our rain barrel sponsors for help with the 

BRWP outreach out to our educational stakeholders. 

 AE Curbside Recycling 

 Hancock Park District 

 Hancock SWCD 

 Hempy Water and Conditioning 

 Legacy Farmer’s Cooperative 

 Ted’s Market 

 Whirlpool Corporation 

PHOTO SPOTLIGHT 

http://www.poweringanation.org/water/#whatdoes100gallonscost
http://www.poweringanation.org/water/#whatdoes100gallonscost
http://www.poweringanation.org/water/#sizingupwater
http://www.poweringanation.org/water/#sizingupwater

