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NEED MORE  INFORMATION? 

Visit our website at: 

www.blanchardriver.org or on  

facebook at Blanchard River        

Watershed Partnership or, call     

Phil Martin, watershed coordinator 

at 419.422.6487 

>>> Spring into Summer Activities 
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There are many activities and projects planned in the Blanchard River 

watershed this summer. Volunteers are welcome to help with most of 

them. Check our website at www.blanchardriver.org or our facebook 

page at Blanchard River Watershed Partnership for updates. Here is a 

synapse of the activities: 

 River Clean-up in Ottawa - Ottawa will sponsor a river clean-up 

on May 20th starting at 9:00 am. Meeting at the swimming pool 

parking lot.  

 SandWandTM Demonstration Days - The 

BRWP is sponsoring a demonstration day 

on the use of Streamside LLC’s Sand-

WandTM to remove sediment from a water-

way. The first demonstration day will be 

held on June 2nd in Bluffton and the second 

day will be held on June 5th in Findlay. 

Read the article on page 2 for more details. 

 Project Wild / Aquatic Training - The 

BRWP is sponsoring   training in the use 

Project Wild / Aquatic curriculum for area  

grades 3 – 5 teachers, naturalists and other 

interested educators on Monday, June 19th 

from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Check out the article on page 2 for more 

details. 

 Putnam County Fair in Ottawa - The Putnam County Fair will 

run from June 19th to the 24th in Ottawa. Check out our display in 

the Putnam Soil & Water District’s Conservation’s tent located at 

the east end of the race track by the farm machinery. 

 Macroinvertebrate Water Quality Monitoring - The summer 

water quality monitoring will occur the last week of June on the 

Blanchard River and on Riley Creek. To volunteer to help, call Phil 

Martin at 419.422.6487. 
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The BRWP in partnership with the Hancock Public 

Health Department and the Hancock County       

Commissioners will help to implement a $150,000 

grant from the Ohio EPA to repair/replace failing 

Home Septic Treatment Systems (HSTS) in       

Hancock County. There is $120,000 left in the grant 

for 2017. Ohio You can check your eligibility prior 

to anyone inspecting your septic system by filling 

out the Application Form on the web site and mail-

ing it to the address on the form. For further infor-

mation, look under the Grants Tab on the Home 

page on our web site at www.blanchardriver.org.  

>>>  Summer Projects  

SAVE THE DATE: Come and see a great 

way to clean up sediment problems in a          

waterway using a SandWandTM developed by  

Streamside LLC. 

The SandWand™ sediment removal system is  

being used in watersheds like the Blanchard River, 

all over the US and Canada by Streamside LLC, 

Findlay, OH.  The technology is being successfully 

used to remove silt and sediment clogging the 

streams. The system removes only the silt, sand and 

fine sediment from within the gravel and cobble, 

and leaves gravel larger than 1/8 inch in the river 

bottom. This implementation is expected to create        

improved creek bottom habitat for fish, macroin-

vertebrates and the wildlife that feed on them.  

Dates and Times 

 Friday, June 2, 2017, from 1 - 4 pm in Bluffton 

 Monday, June 5, 2017 from 1-4 pm in Findlay 
RSVP is appreciated, but not required. Call Phil 
Martin at 419.422.6487 or email at 

brwp1237@gmail.com. Additional information can 
be found at www.streamside.us or 
www.blanchardriver.org. 

 

Project Wild/Aquatic Teacher’s Workshop! 
 

The BRWP will sponsor a one-day workshop on 

Monday, June 19, 2017, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

Angie Ford will lead the workshop to teach and 

train the participants in the use of the “Project 

Wild/Aquatic” curriculum for teachers and other  

educators. The activities will be geared to grades 

three through five. The workshop will be held at the 

Brugeman Lodge at Riverbend Park east of Findlay, 

OH. There will be a $25 charge to cover materials 

and lunch. An RSVP is required. More information 

can be found at the BRWP’s website at 

www.blanchardriver.org or by calling Phil Martin 

at 419.422.6487. 

Home Septic Treatment Systems 

(HSTS) - Ohio Administrative Code   

Section 3701-29-19 (A) states in part that 

Boards of health shall develop a process and time-

line for phasing in O&M (Operation and Mainte-

nance) management for prior installed systems.  In 

2014, Hancock Public Health began phasing in 

O&M management on existing systems.  

Blanchard River Demonstration Farms Update! 

The Ohio Farm Bureau and NRCS’s 5-year plan for 

the three demonstration farms is in the second year.  

Researchers are focusing on four conservation   

strategies at the farms. These strategies are: 

 Adhering to Tri-State Fertility Guide            

recommendations 

 Improving Soil Health 

 Subsurface Placement of Nutrients 

 Disconnecting hydrology pathways 

 

On August 23, 2017, there will be a Precision Ag 

Field Day held at the Kellogg Farms in Hardin 

County. Farmers will be able to obtain fertilizer   

certification. For more information on the event or 

to schedule a tour, email Aaron Heilers at 

blancharddemofarms@gmail.com. To read more 

about the Four Conservation Strategies or other   

projects being done on the farms check the           

following site: https://ofbf.org/tag/blanchard-

demonstration-farms/ 
 

source: Buckeye Farm News, May-June 2017 OFB 

Picture of the two-stage ditch from a drone 

http://www.blanchardriver.org
mailto:brwp1237@gmail.com
mailto:blancharddemofarms@gmail.com
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What Can You Do to Protect Water Quality?What Can You Do to Protect Water Quality?  
Residential neighborhoods can be a major source of water pollution. Stormwater, or urban runoff, can be a  

significant source of pollutants in a watershed. In “Mother Nature” the amount of rain that becomes runoff is 

less than 10%. But when the amount of impervious surfaces, such as roof, blacktop, and concrete, increase, so 

does the amount of runoff. Examples of pollution from stormwater is include sediment, nutrients, pesticides 

and herbicides, household waste, bacteria from animal wastes and other sources and debris.  

The picture above reviews many of the potential sources of stormwater that could be found around a           

residential home. Rainwater flowing over road, driveways and yards, pick up the pollutants and carry the    

pollutants into a stream or directly to the Blanchard River. Eventually, these pollutants will end up in Lake 

Erie. Fortunately, most of these pollutants could be filtered or harmlessly degraded by plants and soil          

organisms if the water is allowed to infiltrate into the ground. 
 

So, what are some simple things you can do RIGHT now? My top three would be: 1. divert your        

downspouts into the yard, 2. never use fertilizers with phosphorus on your yard and 3. compost or mulch grass 

clippings. BUT WHY?  

1. By diverting your downspouts into the yard, you will cause the stormwater to soak into the ground where 

most of the pollutants will be removed. If you live near a stream or have an area where water stands,    

consider establishing a riparian buffer in the area or add a rain garden.  

2. Properly use fertilizer by NEVER using a fertilizer with phosphorus on your yard. 

Your garden needs phosphorus, but don’t use the left over fertilizer on the yard. The  

fertilizer bags has 3 numbers on it, such as 19-19-19. The middle number is the amount 

of phosphorus in the fertilizer. 

3. Properly dispose of grass clippings by using a mulching mower, composting the clip-

pings or disposing the clippings at a green space dump. NEVER shoot the clippings into the street or dump 

them along a waterway. 

Check our web site under Resource Tab at www.blanchardriver.org for more information. 

Sources of Stormwater Pollution Around a Home and What Should Be Done 



PHOTO SPOTLIGHT 
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2017 CORPORATE/GOVERNMENT SPONSORS  

The success of the BRWP is directly related to the sponsors and members. Without their support, the BRWP 

would not be able to survive. Special Thanks to our 2017 sponsors: 

Blanchard Cricket Frog $5,000 

 City of Findlay 

 Hancock County Commissioners 

Great Blue Heron $1,000 

 Putnam County Commissioners 

 Village of Bluffton 

 Village of Ottawa 

 Whirlpool Corporation 

Sunfish $500 

 AE Curbside - Findlay 

 Findlay Elks Lodge #75 

 Millstream Area Credit Union 

Dragonfly $250  

 Beerco 

 Hancock Farm Bureau 

 Hancock Park District 

 Hancock Soil Water Conservation District 

 Hancock Wood Electric Cooperative 

 Hempy Water Conditioning - Forest 

 Legacy Farmers Coop 

 Putnam Soil Water Conservation District 

 Stan Doty, DDS 

 Stateler Family Farms 

  


