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Rain Garden at the Family Center in Findlay 

Stormwater Pollution Forum Stormwater Pollution Forum --  October 11, 2011October 11, 2011  
The Blanchard River Watershed Partnership and the City of Findlay will hold a public forum to 

discuss “Stormwater Pollution in an Urban & Suburban Environment”  
The forum will be held at the Findlay Inn & Conference Center from 8:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m. 

The free forum is open to the public and will focus on providing the stakeholders of the Blanchard 
River Watershed with information on… 

· stormwater issues affecting your community and the watershed. 
· what  businesses, companies and homeowners can do every day to protect our most valuable 

resource – WATER.  
· what are the Best Management Practices (BMPs) that can be used to help ensure clean and 

safe water supplies.  
· how to reduce stormwater pollution with natural solutions to any problems. 
· how cooperation is the alternative to regulations. 
· why  good stewardship should be the spirit of our community  
 

VIEW and PRINT the agenda from our web site at www.blanchardriver.org or call 
491-422-6487 for more details. RSVP to brwp1237@gmail.com 

BRWP Annual Meeting 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Blanchard River Water-
shed Partnership will be held on November 17, 2011 
at the University of Findlay Student Union. Registra-
tion will begin at 6:30 p.m. with the program starting 
at 7:00 p.m. The Main Speaker for the evening will 
be Lynn Army from the Maumee Conservancy    Dis-
trict. Plan on attending and learning more about the 
Blanchard River Watershed and the Partnership 

Board of Directors Election………. 
 

Each year three spots on the BRWP Board of Direc-
tors are up for elections. This year representatives 
from Cranberry Creek, Lye Creek and the At-large #3 
spots are up for election. The criteria for be able to run 
for a spot on the Board is that you must live or work in 
the Blanchard River Watershed. It is preferred that you 
live or work in the subwatershed that you are wanting 
to represent. If you are interested in running for one of 
the spots, please call Phil Martin at 419-422-6487 or 
email at brwp1237@gmail.com 

 

Free Medication and Mercury Collection……. 
 

Protect your family and community by dropping off 
unwanted, unused or expired medications or mercury 
for proper disposal!!!  

Saturday, October 15, 2011 
9 a.m. - noon 

Findlay Municipal Building Parking Lot 
West Crawford Street 

 

County Collections: 9-10 a.m. 
Arlington Good Samaritan Center 

McComb Village Hall 
Questions? Call 419-424-1985 

 

Please don’t dump any of these down your toilet, 
they will end up in the river!!!! 

Join us on facebook...Go to the facebook page 
and type in Blanchard River Watershed Partner-
ship in the search window. Next, click on the 

 add friends tab. 
 Volunteers needed for annual meeting, stream obser- 
 vation walks, and water quality monitoring this fall. 
 Call 419-422-6487 for details 



Rain Garden Big   
Success…. 
 

The Rain Garden 
planted at the Family 
Center in Findlay was 
a successful  project.  
Rain Gardens provide 
storage for stormwa-

ter; improve water quality by filtering out pollutants; 
provide habitat for wildlife, and add beauty to the area. 
The Rain Garden was a joint project between the 
BRWP, the University of Findlay, Hancock SWCD, 
and Master Gardeners. The Rain Garden was funded 
by a grant from the Hancock Findlay Community 
Foundation. The BRWP would like to plant a Rain 
Garden in every village and town in the watershed. If 
you know of a potential location, please call 419-422-
6487. 

Agricultural BMP of the Season… As the fall harvest season nears, our 
agricultural stakeholders will be  harvesting  their crops and preparing the 
ground for next spring. One of the very best BMPs that the farmer can use 
in the fall to help protect the soil, prevent erosion, and retain nutrients 
though the winter is the use of cover crops.  
 

The three pictures on the left demonstration the effects of using cover 
crops. The top picture shows flash erosion from a field with only corn-
stalks. The field is located less than 1/4 mile from the bottom two pictures. 
The nutrient sediment loss was high from this 2.5 inch rain event. The    
middle picture shows soybeans growing in the cover crop of rye. This was 
no evidence of erosion in this bean. The bottom pictures shows the same 
this month. Pretty good looking field of soybeans..wouldn’t you say??? 
 

Planting a cover crop, such as rye grass, has many beneficial effects on the 
soil and the farmer’s wallet. Some of these are… 
· Increased Nutrient Efficiency:  
           -Nitrogen Efficiency: 30-50% conventional, Increase to 80-90%  
              with No-till & Cover Crops. 
 -Phosphorus Efficiency: 50% conventional, Increase to 90%  
             with No-till & Cover Crops. 
· Increase in crop yields: In a 6 year study in Illinois corn yield for no till 
      with ryegrass cover went from 137 bu/A. in the first year to 215 bu./A  
      in year 6. Conventional tillage averaged 82 bu./A., while no cover crop 
      no-till averaged 124 bu./A. 
· Reduces soil erosion, increase residue cover. 
· Increases water infiltration. 
· Improves soil physical properties/reduces soil compaction and improves     
      field trafficability. (information from Jim Hoorman, OSU Extension Mercer Co.) 
 

For more information on Cover Crops go to http://mercer.osu.edu and click 
on the Agriculture/Natural Resources tab, contact your local SWCD, or go 
to out web site at www.blanchardriver.org and click on the Education 

                                                        tab. 

BRWP activities in the watershed …….. 
· Steering Committee Meeting October 20, 2011 at 

Hancock County Engineer’s Office from 6-8:00 p.m. 
· Riley Creek Stream Observation walks will continue 

through the rest of the year. Volunteers are welcome. 
· Water Quality monitoring is scheduled for the first 

week of October. Volunteers needed. 
· A clean-up in Ottawa is being plan for October 8, 

2011 from 9a.m.-noon. Check web site for more   
details.  

· October 11, 2011 - Urban Stormwater Forum at 
Findlay Inn from 8:30 a.m. till 12:00 p.m. 

· Fall Water Quality Monitoring will occur late Sep-
tember to early October. Volunteers are welcome.  

· November 17, 2011 - Annual Meeting @ the Univer-
sity of Findlay at 6:30 p.m. Program starts at 7:00 
p.m. Volunteers needed. 

 

Please call 419-422-6487 if you can volunteer. 

09/10/2011 

02/28/2011 


